CHAPTER I

THE  MYTHICAL  " ARTIFICIAL  SCOUNDHEL,"  JEAN  JACQUES

WE know that the central idea of the conspirators
was to lend Rousseau the character of a sophist and an
impostor.

But there was one supreme difficulty in the "way. His
independent and simple life lay open to the world. Here
was a philosopher who, unlike others of the same
fraternity, practised what he preached. He preached
independence and the freedom found by manual toil: and
he earned his bread by the trade of a copyist of music.
He taught that the patronage of men of letters by
wealthy or high-placed personages interfered with the
free expression of opinions: and he refused all patronage,
and even the pension offered him by the king. He main-
tained that happiness is not found in the pursuit of fame
or in the distractions and obligations of the worldly
life : and at the height of his celebrity, eagerly sought
after by society leaders, the very first use he made of his
power to regulate his life in the way that best pleased
him, was to abandon Paris, and to settle down in the
country to an existence of tranquil meditation and
labour, out of reach of the disturbing excitement of
cities.

How was it to be maintained of such a man that when
he praised simplicity of manners and a natural life in Ms
writings, he was a hypocrite and an impostor ?

Only one way lay open to the calumniators. The key
to this mystery they declared to be the craving of an
ambitious man for notoriety. Falsity was the essential
characteristic of this prophet of truth. And, conse-
quently, by one plan only could the riddle of his true

123the man they hated.
